Birdseed Cookie Winter Bird Feeder Ingredients:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

1/4 cup water
1 packet unflavored gelatin (in kit)
1.5 cups birdseed (in kit)
Muffin/cupcake pan
Non-stick cooking spray
Straws (in kit)
String (in kit)

How to Make Birdseed Cookies:
1) Sprinkle 1 packet of gelatin into 1/4 cup of water.
2) Let sit for about 1 minute.
3) Heat water and gelatin mixture in the microwave for 30 seconds (until hot, but not boiling). Carefully
stir.
4) Add the birdseed to the gelatin mixture and stir until mixed well.
5) Spay a muffin pan with non-stick cooking oil (I used coconut oil).
6) Spoon the birdseed/gelatin mixture into the muffin pan (ours didn’t fill all of the sections of our pan).
Press and flatten each one.
7) Push a piece of a straw into each, making sure it reaches the bottom. Don’t put them too close to the
edge because the edge is weaker. You may even want to put the straw directly through the center.
Press around the straw to make sure it’s secure.
8) Put the muffin pan into the refrigerator for at least 3 hours. The birdseed cookies should be hardened
when set. Don’t take them out before they are hardened!
9) Take the birdseed cookies out of the pan. I used a butter knife to slide along the edge and they popped
out easily that way.
10) Tie a string through the hole. We used compostable straws , so you don’t need to remove them.
11) Hang on a tree outside and watch the birds enjoy their treat!

Tips for hanging these birdseed cookie bird feeders:
·
·
·
·

It is best to only use these bird feeders during winter months when it is cold outside so they don’t go bad.
Be sure to hang the birdseed cookies at least 5 feet off of the ground so dogs and other animals can’t
reach them.
Try hanging them in different areas around the yard, like trees and shrubs.
Be sure to avoid areas that get a lot of strong wind and rain.
https://www.creativelittleexplorers.com/making-birdseed-cookies-diy-winter-bird-feeder/

Check the back of these instructions for a bird guide!
What birds were you able to spot?
Take a picture of a bird eating your birdseed cookie and send it
to hkane@westbendlibrary.org. We’ll post them on social media!
Join the Great Backyard Bird Count Feb 12-15:
birdcount.org/participate

Common Wisconsin Backyard Birds (February Edition):

Source: https://ebird.org/wi/news/great-backyard-bird-count-identification-primer

